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MUSICA VIVA IN SCHOOLS CONCERT 
Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]: I had the pleasure recently of attending a concert of the 
Musica Viva in Schools program at Roseworth Primary School. It was the last concert of 40 performed by the 
lively Irish dance music group Ógham Soup in metropolitan, regional and remote Western Australia. Under the 
Musica Viva in Schools program, professional musicians bring inspiring performances directly into schools. 
These concerts are enhanced by the students undertaking preparatory work in the classroom. The teaching 
resources provided are linked directly to the music curriculum, as well as other areas, especially literacy and 
numeracy. I acknowledge the enthusiasm and lively commitment of Lindsay Lovering, Musica Viva’s Western 
Australian state manager, concerts and education. Our heartfelt thanks also go to sponsors Wesfarmers Arts, 
Rio Tinto and Healthway. With Ógham Soup, students became familiar with instruments such as the fiddle and 
guitar, and vocals, hearing traditional jigs and reels. The band also combined instruments including a bodhran 
and mandolin, and even an ancient Bronze Age horn called the dord. The Emerald Isle has a long and proud 
musical tradition, and Ógham Soup brought a bit of good old Irish craic to Roseworth. Similarly enjoyed by 
students last year was Musica Viva’s Datiwuy Dreaming at Our Lady of Mercy Primary School. That 
performance fostered an awareness of the importance of music, dance and story in Yolngu culture. Hailing from 
the Elcho Island and north east Arnhem Land, the performers shared their tradition of making music and sharing 
stories for longer than almost anyone else on the planet. It was a real privilege to share the sense of wonder and 
joy with the young concertgoers. 
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